
 

Community Partnerships Increase Literacy Efforts  

Over 1,400 Books to Treutlen Children! 
 

Since 2020, children, birth to five years old, in Treutlen County have been receiving free age-appropriate books and literacy 

resources monthly from the Ferst Readers program. This has been made possible through the efforts of the local volunteer 

Community Action Team and the Treutlen County Board of Education. The award of the Literacy for Learning, Living, and 

Leading in Georgia (L4GA) has paved the way for increasing literacy efforts in Treutlen County. With the Ferst Readers of 

Treutlen County program emphasizing the critical window, from birth to three, when 85% of the brain is being developed, it is a 

perfect match for the Birth to Five component of the L4GA Grant. In two short years, Ferst Readers has provided over 1,400 

books to Treutlen County children. If you are not familiar with the program, you can visit: www.ferstreaders.org to learn more. 
 

Language and literacy develop together as a baby grows from an infant, to a toddler, to a school-aged child and older. Ferst 

Readers of Treutlen County and the Treutlen County Board of Education consider establishing the Baby Viking Literacy Club a 

success story for 2021. This "club" welcomes our newest Vikings by providing them with a book, a Viking hat, literacy tips, an 

opportunity to sign up with Ferst Readers, and a letter from our superintendent of schools. Building literacy and language skills 

help children be kindergarten-ready, so they enter school with a love of books and are ready to learn.  
 

Why is this program needed in Treutlen County? Out of 20 Treutlen County children under the age of five, 12 are 

economically disadvantaged, and 10 of them are living in poverty. When parents struggle to keep their jobs, pay rent or bills, 

and stay afloat, buying books is not at the top of their priority list. Ferst Readers of Treutlen County is allowing these families 

the opportunity to bond and enjoy the love of reading through a new book each month. Having access to books in the home is 

the number one predictor of school success. 
 

With all talents and treasures welcome, consider volunteering with your local Community Action Team by contacting Angie 

Proctor at aproctor@treutlen.k12.ga.us, Treutlen County Schools, or Melissa Silva at melissa@ferstreaders.org / 912-713-5282, 

Ferst Readers Regional Program Coordinator. 
 

If you would like to donate to Ferst Readers of Treutlen County, you can mail a check to Ferst Readers PO Box 1327, Madison, 

GA 30650 (please put TREUTLEN CO on the MEMO line) or go online to http://bit.ly/FerstDONATE and select Treutlen 

from the drop-down menu.  

            

Pictured are members of the Baby Viking Literacy Club in 2021. 
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